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UM WILDERNESS PROGRAM WINS REGIONAL AWARD
MISSOULA—
A wilderness management course developed at The University of Montana for use on the 
Internet has received the Outstanding Credit Program of the Year Award from Region 7 of the 
University Continuing Education Association.
The course, one of six in the UM forestry school’s Wilderness Management Distance 
Education Program, was successfully piloted last winter with 23 students at the University of 
Minnesota-Crookston. It was the first offering of its kind nationally for a wilderness-oriented 
college course, according to Wendy Ninteman, a division manager at UM’s Center for 
Continuing Education.
The six-course program reflects UM’s efforts to bridge the gap between the demand for 
formalized wilderness education and the current supply, Ninteman said. The curriculum ranges 
from wilderness management planning to ecology, ethics and recreation. Offered in standard 
distance-learning formats since 1987, the program has serviced about 1,000 public land 
managers responsible for the stewardship of wilderness.
Since receiving the award, UM has developed two more courses in the program for use 
on the Internet, and the remaining three courses will be Internet-ready early next year, Ninteman 
said. The program is co-sponsored by the Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center 
and UM’s forestry school and Center for Continuing Education.
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